
Licensing requirements 

You do not need a transient food license if 

• samples are bite-sized portions 

• samples are free  

You do need a transient food license if 

• Packaged, time/temperature control for safety foods or unpackaged foods are sold along with the sampling 

activities 

 

Guidelines for food sampling activities 

• Food must be obtained from an approved source. 

• Dispense samples safely to the public by serving individual portions in disposable containers, single service napkins 

or with disposable utensils. 

• Keep time/temperature foods at the proper temperature or discard within 4 hours at ambient temperature (Time 

as a Public Health Control). 

• Bare hand contact with the food is not allowed. 

• If utensils used to prep or portion samples will need to be washed on site, set up a ware washing station for wash, 

rinse, and sanitizing. 

 

Storage, display, and handling 
 

Store food at least 
6 inches off the 
ground. 

6 in 

Handle unpackaged 
foods with gloves, 
tissues, or utensils. 

Set up a hand washing 
station if you serve 
unpackaged food. 

SAMPLING 
Free, bite-sized portions 

Preguntas en el Condado de Dane  
Salud Pública de Madison y el Condado de Dane 
(608) 243-0380  
LEAdmin@publichealthmdc.com  
publichealthmdc.com/productosagrícolas  

Preguntas fuera del Condado de Dane 
DATCP, División de Seguridad Alimentaria 
(608) 224-4923 
DATCPDFSLicensing@wi.gov 
datcp.wi.gov  
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