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Dane County Status 

 

Epidemiology: We monitor metrics 

related to disease burden, severity, and 

transmission in the community. 

2-week average daily number of confirmed and 
probable cases and trend  

2-week average daily percent positivity  

2-week average daily COVID-19 inpatient 
hospitalizations and trend 
We are not able to discern whether these hospitalizations 
are among Dane County residents or among patients 
transferred to the Dane County hospitals from the 
surrounding areas. 

 

4-week total number of deaths and trend 
Deaths due to COVID-19 among both confirmed and 
probable cases. 
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7.3% 

Variants: We monitor whether COVID 

variants of interest, concern, or high 

consequence are becoming the dominant 

strain of virus in our community, which may 

have impacts on transmissibility, disease 

severity, and/or impact of diagnostics, 

treatments, or vaccines. 

Variant strains as the predominant version of virus in our 
community. 

On November 26th, 2021 the World Health Organization (WHO) 
designated the Omicron variant as a Variant of Concern (VOC). 

We have seen several different strains of Omicron since 
December 2021. BA.1 was responsible for the initial Omicron 
wave from December ‘21-March ‘22, then BA.2 and BA.2.12.1 
became dominant in April ‘22 through June. From July ’22 
through the end of the year, BA.5 was the dominant circulating 
variant along with its sublineages BQ1.1 and BQ.1. Currently, the 
majority of sequences are a sublineage of BA.2, known as 
XBB.1.5. There is still some presence of BA.5, represented by 
BQ.1.1 and BQ.1. 

 

Wastewater: Several agencies in 

Wisconsin collaborate to monitor 

wastewater to get early detection of COVID-

19 within a community. Wastewater 

monitoring is becoming increasingly useful as 

more people take at-home/antigen tests 

which don’t get counted as confirmed COVID 

cases.  

COVID wastewater concentration categories are very high, high, 
moderate, low, or very low. The category is determined by 
comparing the three most recent samples at a given facility to all 
of the samples in the past six months. 

The trajectory is either “no alert” or “significant increase.” A 
significant increase occurs when the five most recent 
measurements show an increasing trend, and the average of the 
three most recent measurements is higher than all 
measurements from the past 30 days. 

There is one sewershed in Dane County participating in COVID 
wastewater monitoring, in Madison. 
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52 

Madison 
Category: Low 
Trajectory: No alert 

11 

57 

2/13—2/26 2/27—3/12 

7.6% 

52 

57 

Takeaway Messages 

 Cases have been stable for the past four weeks. We currently have a 14-day average of 57 confirmed and probable cases per 

day. Inpatient hospitalizations have also been stable for the past four weeks, and we currently have a 14-day average of 52 

people hospitalized with COVID in Dane County hospitals each day. Percent positivity is at 7.6% for the past two weeks, and 

we’re currently averaging 649 PCR tests per day over the past two weeks. 

 For the most recent sampling period (3/3-3/9), Madison has a low COVID wastewater concentration with no significant 

increase. The Sun Prairie sewershed ceased data collection for COVID wastewater monitoring at the end of January 2023. 

 Statewide, rhinovirus/enterovirus is the predominant circulating non-COVID respiratory virus. Human metapneumovirus 

activity continues to increase and will likely become the predominant virus circulating in Wisconsin in the coming weeks. 

Influenza-like illness activity is low statewide, and flu and RSV presence appear to be very low. 

The BA.2 Omicron subvariant 
XBB and its sublineages are 
the dominant virus strain in 
Wisconsin. 
 
In the US, the BA.2 subvariant 
XBB.1.5 is estimated to 
represent a majority of new 
cases (89.5%). 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-info.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcases-updates%2Fvariant-surveillance%2Fvariant-info.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/wastewater.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/wastewater.htm
https://dataportal.slh.wisc.edu/sc2dashboard
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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Data Spotlight: Wastewater Monitoring 

About five months ago, we began including information on wastewater monitoring for COVID on the front page of our snapshot; 
this was becoming increasingly useful as more people took at-home/antigen tests which don’t get counted as confirmed COVID 
cases. We also wrote a blog post taking a deep dive into wastewater monitoring and whether it can predict future COVID surges. 

Wastewater monitoring for COVID began all the way back in August of 2020. Over the past two and a half years, there have been 
three participating wastewater treatment facilities in Dane County. The site in Oregon began collecting samples in December 2021, 
and ceased collection in the summer of 2022. The site in Sun Prairie began collecting samples in September 2020, and just ceased 
collection at the end of January 2023. Our remaining site in Madison began collecting samples in September 2020 and to this day is 
one of the most frequently sampled sites in the state, with samples being collected nearly every day. 

Wastewater concentration of SARS-CoV-2 within the Madison sewershed over the past year 

Over the past year, Madison saw its highest wastewater levels of COVID in December 2022 and its lowest levels in March 2022. 

Wastewater concentration of SARS-CoV-2 within the Sun Prairie sewershed in its last year of data collection 

In the last year of data collection at the Sun Prairie sewershed (2/1/22-2/1/23), the highest wastewater levels of COVID were 
seen in May 2022, July 2022, and December 2022, and the lowest levels were seen in February and March of 2022. 

https://dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/wastewater.htm
https://www.publichealthmdc.com/blog/can-wastewater-data-predict-future-covid-surges
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Data Spotlight: Non-COVID Respiratory Diseases 

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) releases weekly respiratory virus surveillance reports during the influenza 
season. This week’s report shows that statewide, rhinovirus/enterovirus is the predominant circulating non-COVID respiratory 
virus, and human metapneumovirus (hMPV) activity continues to increase and will likely become the predominant virus 
circulating in Wisconsin in the coming weeks. Influenza-like illness activity is low statewide, and flu and respiratory syncytial 
virus (RSV) presence appear to be very low. The Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene reports similar data, which shows that 
both cases and percent positivity of influenza and RSV are declining statewide. 

The DHS respiratory report 
shows that the percent 
positivity by PCR test has 
been declining or stable for 
most monitored respiratory 
diseases, with the exception 
of hMPV, which is 
increasing. 

Percent of PCR tests that are positive for various respiratory diseases (3-week moving average), 

Wisconsin statewide 

Most states in the U.S. are experiencing minimal to low levels of influenza-like illness (ILI), which means fever plus a cough or 
sore throat. In Wisconsin, ILI activity has plateaued below baseline, at a low level. Wisconsin’s 3-week average percent of 
outpatient visits that are due to ILI is now below where we were at this time in 2018-2019 and 2019-2020, but above where we 
were at this time in 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 (via the DHS respiratory report, below). 

It’s Not Too Late to Get Vaccinated! 

While influenza activity is low in Wisconsin, CDC continues to recommend that everyone ages 6 months and older get an 
annual flu vaccine as long as flu activity continues.  

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/p-02346-2022-23.htm
http://www.slh.wisc.edu/wcln-surveillance/surveillance/virology-surveillance/influenza-activity/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#ILINet
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm

