
  

 

 

Domain Measure 

 

 

Dane County Status 

 

Epidemiology: We monitor metrics 

related to disease burden, severity, and 

transmission in the community. 

2-week average daily number of confirmed and 
probable cases and trend  

2-week average daily percent positivity  

2-week average daily COVID-19 inpatient 
hospitalizations and trend 
We are not able to discern whether these hospitalizations 
are among Dane County residents or among patients 
transferred to the Dane County hospitals from the 
surrounding areas. 

 

4-week total number of deaths and trend 
Deaths due to COVID-19 among both confirmed and 
probable cases. 
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8.9% 

Variants: We monitor whether COVID 

variants of interest, concern, or high 

consequence are becoming the dominant 

strain of virus in our community, which may 

have impacts on transmissibility, disease 

severity, and/or impact of diagnostics, 

treatments, or vaccines. 

Variant strains as the predominant version of virus in our 
community. 

On November 26th, 2021 the World Health Organization (WHO) 
designated the Omicron variant as a Variant of Concern (VOC). 
Omicron spreads more easily than previous COVID strains and 
can more easily infect people who have existing immunity from 
prior infection or from vaccination. 

We have seen several different strains of Omicron over the past 
year. BA.1 was responsible for the initial Omicron wave from 
December ‘21-March ‘22, then BA.2 and BA.2.12.1 became 
dominant in April ‘22 through June. Now, we continue to see a 
high proportion of BA.5, which includes BQ.1.1 and BQ.1, and a 
sharp increase in a sublineage of BA.2, known as XBB.1.5. 

 

Wastewater: Several agencies in 

Wisconsin collaborate to monitor 

wastewater to get early detection of COVID-

19 within a community. Wastewater 

monitoring is becoming increasingly useful as 

more people take at-home/antigen tests 

which don’t get counted as confirmed COVID 

cases.  

COVID wastewater concentration categories are very high, high, 
moderate, low, or very low. The category is determined by 
comparing the three most recent samples at a given facility to all 
of the samples in the past six months. 

The trajectory is either “no alert” or “significant increase.” A 
significant increase occurs when the five most recent 
measurements show an increasing trend, and the average of the 
three most recent measurements is higher than all 
measurements from the past 30 days. 

There are two sewersheds in Dane County participating in COVID 
wastewater monitoring: Madison and Sun Prairie. 

 

publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus 

Data is current as of January 19, 2023 at 7:30 am 

68 

Madison 
Category: Moderate 
Trajectory: No alert 
 

Sun Prairie 
Category: Very Low 
Trajectory: No alert 

7 

90 

12/19—1/1 1/2—1/15 

6.5% 

60 

60 

Takeaway Messages 

 Cases were stable from 12/19-1/1 and then decreased over the past two weeks. We currently have a 14-day average of 60 

confirmed cases per day. Inpatient hospitalizations have been stable over the past month, and we currently have a 14-day 

average of 60 people hospitalized with COVID in Dane County hospitals each day. Percent positivity decreased from 8.9% two 

weeks ago to 6.5% for the past two weeks. We’re currently averaging 924 PCR tests per day over the past two weeks. 

 For the most recent sampling period (1/6-1/12), Madison has a moderate COVID wastewater concentration with no significant 

increase (but is trending upwards). For the most recent sampling period (12/15-1/10), Sun Prairie is at a very low COVID 

concentration with no significant increase. Note that the Madison sewershed is sampled at a higher frequency than the Sun 

Prairie sewershed; because of this, it is likely that the Madison wastewater data is more precise in comparison to Sun Prairie. 

 The current 7 day average of people hospitalized with COVID in Dane County hospitals is 71% lower than the same date last 

year, and 39% lower than the same date in 2021. The current 7 day average of people in the ICU with COVID is 91% lower than 

the same date last year, and 85% lower than the same date in 2021. 

 Statewide, influenza (specifically Influenza A) is the predominant circulating non-COVID respiratory virus. The prevalence of all 

respiratory viruses appears to be stable or declining, but it’s possible there could be future surges yet this winter. 

The BA.5 Omicron subvariant 
and its sublineages are the 
dominant virus strains in 
Dane County and Wisconsin. 
 
In the US, the BA.5 
subvariants B.Q.1.1 (28.8%) 
and BQ.1 (15.9%) as well as 
all other strains of BA.5 
represent about half of 
current new cases. XBB.1.5 is 
estimated to represent 43.0% 
of new cases.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/variant-info.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcases-updates%2Fvariant-surveillance%2Fvariant-info.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/omicron-variant.html
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/wastewater.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/wastewater.htm
https://dataportal.slh.wisc.edu/sc2dashboard
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
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Age Trends 

The below chart shows the difference in the number of confirmed and probable cases by age group from December 19 to 
January 1 (gray bars) compared to the most recent 14-day period of January 2 to January 15 (purple bars). Cases decreased 
among ages 0-4, 30-39, 40-49, 50-59, 60-69, 70-79, and 80+, and were stable among all other age groups. 

Number of confirmed 
+ probable cases in 
each age group from 
December 19 to  
January 1 
 
compared to 
 
Number of confirmed 
+ probable cases in 
each age group from 
January 2 to  
January 15 

 0-4 5-7 8-11 12-17 18-22 23-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80+ 

Number of Confirmed Cases 99 20 34 63 104 241 370 290 268 244 196 167 

Average Daily Case Rate  
(per 100,000) 

12.0 3.8 4.9 6.0 7.2 12.5 16.5 15.6 15.1 14.9 19.7 34.0 

Cases Trend 
(Increase, stable, or decrease) 

            

Number of PCR Tests 2,087 683 712 1,262 1,315 2,421 3,999 3,395 3,424 3,136 2,472 2,125 

Percent Positive 4.7% 2.9% 4.8% 5.0% 7.9% 10.0% 9.3% 8.5% 7.8% 7.8% 7.9% 7.9% 

Number Hospitalized for 
COVID-19* 

0 0 0 0 0 3 0 4 7 19 24 38 

Number of Deaths from  
COVID-19 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 

*Hospitalizations presented on this page are most likely due to COVID and not just incidentally positive for COVID. Staff review each hospitalization 
report to verify whether COVID-19 was the reason for or a contributor to the hospitalization. These data differ from the number of people hospitalized 
with COVID daily in Dane County hospitals on our dashboard, which is obtained from the EMResource data system. 
 

See page 3 of the 9/1/22 data snapshot for things to consider when making interpretations or decisions based on the above data points. 

Summary Statistics for COVID-19 by Age Group 
Data from 12/19/22-1/15/23, 
among confirmed cases only 

https://publichealthmdc.com/documents/2022-09-01_data_snapshot.pdf
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Data Spotlight: Hospitalization Trends 

At this time in 2021 we were still in the very early stages of rolling out the COVID vaccine, and we were coming down from our 
winter peak of COVID cases, hospitalizations, and deaths. We also had a mask requirement and capacity restrictions for gatherings 
and businesses. At this time in 2022, we were experiencing our huge peak of the first Omicron wave, and had a mask requirement. 
Omicron was the variant that was by far the most infectious and most able to evade existing immunity of any we had seen 
throughout the pandemic. Thankfully, we haven’t seen a new non-Omicron variant in the past year, and we are currently in a much 
better place than we were at this time the past two years, even with no mask requirement or capacity restrictions in our 
community. Widespread immunity from vaccination and prior infection has led to lower levels of COVID today, and milder 
infections overall. The below graphs show the current 7 day averages of people in Dane County hospitals with COVID and people in 
the ICU, compared to the levels we were at on the same dates in 2021 and 2022. 

7 day average of inpatients with COVID hospitalized by day throughout the pandemic, 

and the current 7 day average 

April 2020 January 2023 

The current 7 day inpatient 
average is 71% lower than 
the same date in 2022 

The current 7 day 
inpatient average is 
39% lower than the 
same date in 2021 

7 day inpatient average as 
of 1/18/23 is 55.0 
inpatients per day 

The current 7 day 
ICU average is 85% 
lower than the 
same date in 2021 

The current 7 day ICU 
average is 91% lower than 
the same date in 2022 

7 day ICU average as of 
1/18/23 is 3.6 ICU patients 
per day 

April 2020 January 2023 

7 day average of inpatients in the ICU with COVID by day throughout the pandemic, 

and the current 7 day average 



DANE COUNTY COVID-19 DATA 
January 19, 2023  Data from December 19—January 15 

Data Spotlight: Non-COVID Respiratory Diseases 

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) releases weekly respiratory virus surveillance reports during the influenza 
season. This week’s report shows that statewide, influenza (specifically Influenza A) is the predominant circulating non-COVID 
respiratory virus. The prevalence of all respiratory viruses appears to be stable or declining. The Wisconsin State Laboratory of 
Hygiene reports similar data, which shows that both cases and percent positivity of influenza and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) 
are declining statewide. 

The DHS respiratory report shows 
that the percent positivity by PCR 
test has been declining or stable for 
all monitored respiratory diseases, 
although percent positivity is still 
somewhat high for influenza. 

Percent of PCR tests that are positive for various respiratory diseases (3-week moving average), 

Wisconsin statewide 

Many states in the U.S. are still experiencing high levels of influenza-like illness (ILI), which means fever plus a cough or sore 
throat. In Wisconsin, however, ILI activity has been declining and is now below baseline, at a low level. Wisconsin’s 3-week 
average percent of outpatient visits that are due to ILI is now below where we were at this time in 2019-2020 (via the DHS 
respiratory report, below). 

It’s Not Too Late to Get Vaccinated! 

While influenza activity is declining in Wisconsin, most of the transmission so far has been due to influenza A, which means 
it’s very possible we could get another surge later due to influenza B. And, while COVID levels are currently low, some 
areas of the U.S. are seeing increases in cases and hospitalizations (possibly due to the growth of the XBB.1.5 subvariant). 
Both the flu and updated COVID vaccines are widely available and effective at preventing severe disease. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/library/p-02346-2022-23.htm
http://www.slh.wisc.edu/wcln-surveillance/surveillance/virology-surveillance/influenza-activity/
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/index.htm#ILINet

