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Data from October 17—November 13

Takeaway Messages
 Cases have decreased over the past month, and we currently have a 14-day average of 73 confirmed cases per day. Inpatient
hospitalizations have been stable over the past month, and we currently have a 14-day average of 62 people hospitalized with
COVID in Dane County hospitals each day. Percent positivity has decreased from 8.1% two weeks ago to 6.3% for the past two
weeks. We’re currently averaging 1,156 PCR tests per day.

 Over the past four weeks, confirmed and probable cases decreased among ages 30-39, 40-49, 60-69, and 70-79, and were
stable among all other age groups. Ages 80+ currently have the highest confirmed case rate at 35.4 per 100,000 per day, and
ages 23-29 have the highest percent positivity at 9.9%. See page 3 of the 9/1/22 data snapshot for things to consider when
making interpretations based on these data points.
 Madison currently has a very high wastewater level of COVID while Sun Prairie has a low level, and Madison is currently seeing
a significant increase of COVID in the wastewater.
 Non-COVID respiratory diseases that were suppressed to low levels earlier in the pandemic have been returning to high levels
throughout the U.S. Wisconsin is currently experiencing a high level of RSV, and is starting to see an increase in influenza.

Dane County Status
Domain
Epidemiology: We monitor metrics
related to disease burden, severity, and
transmission in the community.

Measure

10/17—10/30

2-week average daily number of confirmed and
probable cases and trend

95

73

2-week average daily percent positivity

8.1%

6.3%

57

62

2-week average daily COVID-19 inpatient
hospitalizations and trend

We are not able to discern whether these hospitalizations
are among Dane County residents or among patients
transferred to the Dane County hospitals from the
surrounding areas.

4-week total number of deaths and trend

Deaths due to COVID-19 among both confirmed and
probable cases.

Variants: We monitor whether COVID
variants of interest, concern, or high
consequence are becoming the dominant
strain of virus in our community, which may
have impacts on transmissibility, disease
severity, and/or impact of diagnostics,
treatments, or vaccines.

Wastewater: Several agencies in
Wisconsin collaborate to monitor
wastewater to get early detection of COVID19 within a community. Wastewater
monitoring is becoming increasingly useful as
more people take at-home/antigen tests
which don’t get counted as confirmed COVID
cases.

10/31—11/13

Variant strains as the predominant version of virus in our
community.
On November 26th, 2021 the World Health Organization (WHO)
designated the Omicron variant as a Variant of Concern (VOC).
Omicron spreads more easily than previous COVID strains and
can more easily infect people who have existing immunity from
prior infection or from vaccination.
We have seen several different strains of Omicron over the past
eleven months. BA.1 was responsible for the initial Omicron
wave from December ‘21-March ‘22, then BA.2 and BA.2.12.1
became dominant in April ‘22 through June. Now, we are mostly
seeing BA.5, which includes BQ.1.1, BQ.1, and BF.7.
COVID wastewater concentration categories are very high, high,
moderate, low, or very low. The category is determined by
comparing the three most recent samples at a given facility to all
of the samples in the past six months.
The trajectory is either “no alert” or “significant increase.” A
significant increase occurs when the five most recent
measurements show an increasing trend, and the average of the
three most recent measurements is higher than all
measurements from the past 30 days.
There are two sewersheds in Dane County participating in COVID
wastewater monitoring: Madison and Sun Prairie.

publichealthmdc.com/coronavirus
Data is current as of November 17, 2022 at 7:30 am

6
The BA.5 Omicron subvariant
and its sublineages are the
dominant virus strains in
Dane County and Wisconsin.
BA.5 and its sublineages are
the dominant virus strains in
the US. BQ.1.1 is 24.1% of
new cases, BQ.1 is 20.1%,
BF.7 is 7.8%, and all other
strains of BA.5 make up
32.6% of new cases.

Madison

Category: Very High
Trajectory: Significant increase

Sun Prairie

Category: Low
Trajectory: No alert
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Age Trends
The below chart shows the difference in the number of confirmed and probable cases by age group from October 17 to
October 30 (gray bars) compared to the most recent 14-day period of October 31 to November 13 (purple bars). Cases
decreased among ages 30-39, 40-49, 60-69, and 70-79, and were stable among all other age groups.

Number of confirmed
+ probable cases in
each age group from
October 17 to
October 30
compared to

Number of confirmed
+ probable cases in
each age group from
October 31 to
November 13

Summary Statistics for COVID-19 by Age Group
Data from 10/17/22-11/13/22,
0-4
5-7
8-11
among confirmed cases only

Number of Confirmed Cases
Average Daily Case Rate
(per 100,000)

12-17 18-22 23-29

30-39

40-49

50-59 60-69 70-79

80+

110

28

43

61

133

276

386

308

320

275

236

174

13.3

5.3

6.2

5.8

9.2

14.3

17.2

16.6

18.0

16.8

23.7

35.4

Cases Trend
(Increase, stable, or decrease)

Number of PCR Tests

3,797 1,130

952

1,437 1,986

2,795

4,492

3,738

4,105

3,570 2,533 1,950

Percent Positive

2.9%

2.5%

4.5%

4.2%

6.7%

9.9%

8.6%

8.2%

7.8%

7.7%

9.3%

8.9%

Number Hospitalized for
COVID-19*

2

0

0

0

2

1

2

1

3

13

25

42

Number of Deaths from
COVID-19

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

1

0

0

3

*Hospitalizations presented on this page are most likely due to COVID and not just incidentally positive for COVID. Staff review each hospitalization
report to verify whether COVID-19 was the reason for or a contributor to the hospitalization. These data differ from the number of people hospitalized
with COVID daily in Dane County hospitals on our dashboard, which is obtained from the EMResource data system.
See page 3 of the 9/1/22 data snapshot for things to consider when making interpretations or decisions based on the above data points.
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Data Spotlight: PCR Testing
The number of PCR tests being taken by Dane County residents are currently near the lowest levels we’ve seen since May
2020. At the beginning of October, state-supported testing sites (including our South Madison site) transitioned to a new
testing strategy. Many testing sites are now conducting more antigen tests than PCR tests. Antigen tests can be done at
home and provide quick results, but many of those results don’t get reported to us (especially negative results). This means it
has become harder to interpret COVID data, especially with metrics like percent positivity.
Even with these changes, Dane County has been holding steady at just over 1,000 PCR tests per day. We looked at and
categorized the 50 test sites that conducted the most PCR tests during this 28-day snapshot period; these 50 facilities
accounted for 89.9% of all PCR tests conducted.

Most PCR tests during this period were conducted by health
care facilities

What We Learned

Test location type among the 50 facilities with the most PCR tests
reported, 10/17/22-11/13/22

We found that most PCR tests are
coming from health care facilities such
as hospitals and clinics. The rest are
coming from all other kinds of test
sites, like pharmacies (including
Walgreens and CVS), schools, long term
care facilities, and community test
sites.

Pharmacies, UW-Madison, and general test sites have the highest
percent positivity
Percent positivity by test location type among the 50 facilities with the most
PCR tests reported, 10/17/22-11/13/22
Total PCR Tests

Positive PCR Tests

Percent Positive

Pharmacy

2,099

537

25.6%

UW-Madison

1,080

126

11.7%

General Test Site

1,205

126

10.5%

19,314

1251

6.5%

862

35

4.1%

2,094

63

3.0%

517

3

0.6%

2,026

2

0.1%

Health Care Facility

School
Long Term Care Facility
Correctional Facility
Group Housing Facility

Data in Context
Facilities that use PCRs to screen
everyone for COVID, symptoms or not,
are likely to have lower percent
positivity. Group housing, correctional,
and long term care facilities house
vulnerable people with a high risk of
spreading to others. These facilities will
often test their entire populations on a
regular basis to avoid outbreaks.
Pharmacies and general test sites are
mostly using PCRs on people who have
symptoms, so they have the highest
percent positivity. Health care facilities
test most people before procedures, but
also test many people with symptoms, so
their percent positivity is about average.
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Data Spotlight: Non-COVID Respiratory Diseases
There has been much discussion recently about the “triple threat” of COVID-19, influenza (flu), and respiratory syncytial virus
(RSV). We’re currently seeing all of these respiratory diseases spreading, along with rhino/enteroviruses and parainfluenza.
The flu and RSV can be particularly dangerous for young children/infants and older adults. It’s currently somewhat difficult to
provide data for these viruses at the county/local level because testing is not as widespread as it is for COVID and we do not
receive all test results like we do for COVID. However, there are several different data sources that provide some context for
what is happening at the statewide or regional level.

RSV
The Wisconsin Department of Health Services (DHS) releases weekly respiratory virus surveillance reports during the influenza
season. This week’s report shows that RSV is currently the predominant virus with a very high PCR percent positivity—27% of
those tested for RSV were positive. The Wisconsin State Laboratory of Hygiene reports similar data, and reports antigen test
positivity by region, which shows that most regions in Wisconsin (including us in the Southern region) are currently or recently
seeing a spike in RSV cases and percent positivity:

RSV Reported by Antigen Detection Sites in the Southern Public Health Region

RSV usually peaks between December and February, but we have seen unusually early surges both this year and in 2021,
and it’s possible we are currently or have already surpassed the peak we saw last year. Some hospitals in Wisconsin,
especially children’s hospitals, are strained due to the number of pediatric patients currently hospitalized for RSV.
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Data Spotlight: Non-COVID Respiratory Diseases (cont.)
Influenza
The flu season just started, and while Wisconsin is seeing lower influenza-like illness (ILI) than many other states (especially in
the South), numbers for ILI are currently higher than they have been at this time during any of the past four years (via the DHS
respiratory report, below).

Protect Yourself and Others!
Many precautions used for COVID are also effective in preventing spread of other
respiratory diseases.
This includes washing hands and surfaces (particularly for RSV which is spread in large respiratory droplets and
from contaminated surfaces), covering the nose and mouth when sneezing/coughing, masking, and staying home
when sick.

Get vaccinated!
There unfortunately is not yet a vaccine for RSV, but the flu vaccine is widely available, and data from countries that
just concluded their flu season is showing that the vaccine is a good match for the current strain. Nearly 40% of people
in Dane County have received their flu shot so far. Additionally, recent data from Pfizer and Moderna has shown that
their new COVID bivalent boosters give great protection against the currently circulating COVID variants!

